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Sept. 1, 2010

Dear City Council Member,

The Alliance for Green Heat urges you to pass the wood burning ordinance recommended by the Davis Natural Resources Commission. While wood heat is a vital affordable heating source for many low-income families, it must be carefully regulated to ensure a healthy community. We at the Alliance applaud your proactive approach in recognizing the benefits of the clean high efficiency wood stoves while controlling unhealthy burning practices. We would like to offer the following feedback for Davis’ proposed ordinance:

We strongly Support:

· The three stages of restriction- reward & recognize clean burning appliances

· Distributing educational material with permits- promote healthy burning 

Recommended additions:

· Exempting low-income households and funding a change out program
· Potential Holiday curtailment waiver

The Alliance for Green Heat is an independent, national non-profit that supports wood heat as a sustainable, environmentally friendly, affordable heating alternative for low-income families. As supporters of wood heat, we also must push for strict standards and regulations concerning responsible wood burning. Our industry and our neighbors will both profit from clean burning stoves and nuanced public policy about how and when to burn. We have been conducting a study of California’s diverse Air District policies on wood burning appliances and considering your proposed ordinance. The Davis Natural Resources Commission Recommendation was quite thorough and we agree with virtually all of their findings. We would like to add our support for some sections of the ordinance in particular and offer a few further suggestions.

The three stages of restriction rewards/recognizes clean burning appliances

We found the nuanced approach of three stages of allowable burn days to be an effective policy that takes technological advances into account and encourages consumers to purchase the cleanest burning stoves. Wood heat is one of the best sustainable heating sources to combat global warming, but this beneficial effect is only felt when the stoves are efficient and clean. By recognizing and rewarding the difference between uncertified appliances, EPA certified and high efficiency stoves, consumers will have an incentive to buy the cleanest stoves they can afford. Simultaneously rewarding high efficiency stove design drives our industry to greater technological advances in clean stoves. Ideally, a total switch to the high-efficiency models would vastly improve air quality, and render these regulations irrelevant in the long run. 

Distributing educational material with permits promotes good burning practices

The cleanest wood stove is undermined if poor burning practices are used. The consumer is also hurt by not getting the most heat from their fuel and appliance.  Requiring education on safe and clean burning practices before permitting is an excellent measure to ensure positive burning practices. 
Exempting low-income households


Wood heat is often the most affordable source of heat to low-income families in rural areas (aside from the dirtier coal in some parts of the country). It also can offset as much greenhouse gasses as a solar PV system for a small fraction of the cost. It is essential that low-income families be able to affordably heat their homes. The adjustment of fines based on potential hardship and exempting wood stoves that are the sole source of heat, are both excellent steps in the right direction. However, for the very poor, running a back up heating system a few days a year might prove too great a burden. Sacramento, South Coast Air Basin and Great Basin Unified all addressed this issue by exempting very low-income families from curtailment days. Respectively low-income was defined as; a city council approved hardship waiver, currently receiving reduced gas or electric bills, or as defined by the Department of Housing and Urban Development. While it is likely that those with the lowest incomes may also have some of the most polluting stoves, it is still important to help families avoid the ‘heat or eat’ dilemma. 
               Ideally a low-income exemption would be limited to a year or two and coupled with an incentive program for to upgrade to cleaner stove models. Many low-income families would welcome the improved heat output, air quality and fuel utilization of high-efficiency stoves, but lack the finances to upgrade. In the early 90’s the town of Mammoth Lakes enacted a burn ban that had this exact provision. They coupled a low-income exemption with a wood stove change out program for those financially qualified. Wood-stove change out programs such as those enacted in Libby, Montana and the Great Basin Unified Air Pollution District have also been very successful in replacing old stoves, and could be adapted to focus on low-income families. This is perhaps beyond the provisions of the current ordinance, but would be a great future program to consider.

The State of Oregon and several California Air Districts even go so far as to mandate the destruction of non-certified stoves upon sale or transfer of the home, such as the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District, Glenn County Air Pollution Control District and Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Control District. The wide adoption of some form of this regulation points to its effectiveness as a tool in combating air pollution. We strongly feel that in the long term, the key to reaching healthy air quality lies in the more rapid phasing out of uncertified wood stoves. Ideally, with the phase out of polluting wood stoves, there should be fewer days with unsafe PM2.5 levels.

Potential Holiday curtailment waiver


This provision could prevent public backlash against the regulation and help protect the cultural traditions in our country. In the Bay area, they have met the strongest resistance to their ‘Spare the Air’ days when these days fell on Thanksgiving and Christmas, days which many residents most wanted to use their fireplace or stove. We propose some flexibility around these traditional wood burning holidays to ease public fears, protect cultural heritage and increase public support for this regulation. 

              Thank you for your time and interest in the Alliance’s input. Our organization is heartened to discover regulations that recognizes the health benefits of clean-burning technology and restricts unhealthy polluting stoves and irresponsible burn practices. The nuanced approach your city is taking to the levels of emissions produced by different stoves is unique and could become a valuable model for other cities. With strict emission standards and clear guidelines on how and when it’s safe to burn we feel your city will best protect the interests of its citizens. We look forward to watching the strides your city is taking for clean air and affordable heat. 

Sincerely,

Tatiana Butler

Program Manager

The Alliance for Green Heat

CC: Davis Natural Resources Commission 

Mary Nichols, CA Air Resource Board
Paul Hensleigh, Yolo Solano AQMD

Duane Ono, Great Basin Unified APCD
6930 Carroll Avenue, Suite 407 | Takoma Park, Maryland 20912 | 301-841-7755
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