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Maryland Clean Energy Center (MCEC) was created as a not-for –profit corporate instrumentality of state in 2008 through an act of the Maryland General Assembly.

HB 829 Renewable Energy for All Act

Hearing Date:  March 16, 2011                                                House Economic Matters Committee
Recommendation:    Favorable Support

MCEC is pleased to support HB 829 because of the associated cost saving, job creation and environmental benefits that could be realized by implementation of this legislation, authorizing a $1,500 grant to residential consumers to install a pellet stove for anyone in the state, and a wood stove if they currently heat with electricity, propane or oil. 
Wood heat provides a means by which rural, low-income households can afford winter heating and can also stay off of public heating assistance programs such as LIHEAP.  In Maryland, as in the rest of the US, rural families using wood avoid using more fossil fuel than all the Maryland families using wind, solar and geothermal combined. Based on US census and national trends, there are probably about a 242,000 Marylanders who use wood or pellets for heat.  Another 594,000 Maryland homes have fireplaces.  Of the 242,000 homes with stoves, 90% of that population uses wood as a secondary heat source and only about 10%, or 23,000, use it as a primary or sole heat source.  

This program would serve to incentivize the use of biomass as an affordable source for heat and drive the market for production, processing and distribution of wood fuel sources, ultimately increasing related job opportunities in the forestry sector. Increases in sales and installation jobs might also result.
 As written, the bill would establish Maryland as having the strictest emissions standards in the country for wood and pellet stoves and encourages the adoption of cleaner more advanced technologies for wood heat.
The Maryland Clean Energy Center promotes the appropriate use of biomass materials as a renewable source for energy generation. Since this bill serves to benefit Maryland consumers in a very positive way, in keeping with the MCEC mission, we request your favorable support of HB 829.
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