Selected Comments from Respondents

1. Residential wood and/or wood pellet stoves are a renewable heat source. 
· We manage to harvest almost all the wood we need off a small urban lot -- we also get donations from neighbors.

· A market for low-quality timber would have a positive impact on the long-term quality of "managed" woodlots!
· It's only renewable if we use it at a slower rate than it is regenerated.

· It takes a long time to resequester the CO2 emitted due to the slow growth of trees.

· Pellet stoves require electricity to blow the hot air around and the pellets are processed and must be purchased. 
· While wood is, obviously, renewable, I'm not sure the timber industry in the US (at least) can be trusted that much.

· Depends if the trees are re-planted or not.


2. Heating with EPA-certified WOOD stoves negatively impacts outdoor/indoor air quality. 
· I really wish that wood stoves would benefit from the kinds of innovations that are transforming wind and solar. Basically, this technology has not changed in two hundred years -- surely there could be ways to burn wood with very little impact on air quality

· Heating with EPA-certified wood stoves is better than heating in non-certified wood stoves, but neither is really great for any air quality.
· Would that be a Bush era EPA certified wood stove? IF so, then I don't believe anything that the EPA certified

· Sure beats burning coal to make electricity

3. Heating with wood PELLET stoves negatively impacts outdoor/indoor air quality. 

· All combustion heating, oil, gas and wood have negative air impacts. Virtually all of the wood impacts are local (and are modest with modern high-efficiency systems), but the fossil fuel impacts have both local and significant upstream extraction/refining emissions and CO2 emissions.

· Pellet stoves are now designed to operate with continuous-feed of fuel and thus there is little influence of the user thus emitting some but very minimal particulate matter. 
· Pellet stoves burn pretty clean indoors - more so than a wood stove. Again, most heat sources affect air quality

· Pellet indoor air quality is probably superior to wood stove indoor air quality assuming proper operation and proper fuel quality.

4.  Incentives and rebates are offered to homeowners for installing renewable sources of energy in many states. Which renewable technologies should receive incentives?
· None, incentives mislead the market.
· Wood gasification boilers should receive rebates due to their energy efficiency and very low emissions.

· Incentives and rebates should focus on technologies that make a real difference and not simply support an industry.
· Don't think incentives should be offered. Should be market driven
· Should limit incentive/rebate to EPA-rated stoves

· should be equal per unit of energy generation used
· Masonry heaters, tiled stoves, kachelofen

5. What would make you more likely to install a wood or wood pellet stove? 
· I knew I was not hurting the environment, and the wood source was not sacrificing natural areas.

· Installation were a bit cheaper and easier

· By burning wood I am not supporting a foreign government who has policies I do not agree with

· When rising cost of gas makes heating with it unaffordable

· My condo association were to allow use of wood heat.

· I would not do so under any circumstances.

· The satisfaction of being in control of my heat, not depending on fossil fuels.

· I own a Fireplace Shop. The No1 reason why people buy a wood stove is because they get wood free!

6.  What would most prevent you from installing a wood or wood pellet stove? Rate 1(most) - 4(least)

· Safety for little kids

· The smell that sticks around
· It doesn't work if you are not at home to tend to it

· Permission from my condo association
· Layout of house - too difficult to circulate heat from one source

· Bullshit town ordinances being passed to restrict pellet stoves

· Insurance regulations

· No access to woodlot
7. How do you think heating fuels compare in their contribution to air pollution? 
· Why did you leave coal stoves off the list?!  They are “most polluting” with little-to-no-regs.  In the Pacific NW, electricity is 85% hydro generated, not coal.  This changes the perspective related to pollution from electricity.  We have nuclear power here (VT), so electricity wins hands down for pollution to power ratio.
· What is pollution? Do you include CO2?

· Most electricity generation is very inefficient by the time it is utilized in the home due to poor generation efficiency and line loss. Perhaps more polluting than all other fuels combined.

· This is a very poorly asked question.

8. What is your political affiliation?
We provided three options: Republican, Democrat and Independent. Here are some of the other responses:

· Foreigner

· None of your business

· Can't stand any of them
· Tea party

· Green

· Socialist
· No political inclination

· Pedestrian
9.  What is your occupation?
· Retired

· Solar industry

· Stay at home father and small farming

· Unemployed
· I am Canadian

· Chimney sweep
· I just work
